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The North Dakota Petroleum Council recently elected Fredrikson & Byron
shareholder Lawrence Bender to serve a two-year term as the new chair of its board
of directors. Bender officially began this role on September 23, 2021.

The North Dakota Petroleum Council provides governmental relations support to the
more than 550 companies who are involved in all aspects of the oil and gas industry
including oil and gas production, refining, pipeline, mineral leasing, consulting, legal
work, and oil field service activities in North Dakota, South Dakota and the Rocky
Mountain region.

Bender is a nationally recognized expert in oil and gas law, public utility law and other
regulatory matters. Bender represents oil and gas exploration companies, drilling
companies, oil field service companies, pipeline companies, and other businesses in
state and federal litigation and contested proceedings before various state and
federal agencies. He represents and advises a wide variety of natural resources and
energy related companies regarding contractual matters and compliance with state
and federal regulations. Bender’s extensive experience in real estate law allows him
to offer professional assistance with the sale and purchase of oil and gas properties,
as well as title examination and complex financing transactions. Prior to joining the
firm, Bender served as an Assistant Attorney General of the State of North Dakota
and as Counsel for the North Dakota Industrial Commission, Oil & Gas Division, and
the North Dakota Board of University & School Lands, giving him first-hand
knowledge of the regulation of oil and gas companies in the state.

Fredrikson & Byron is a leading Midwest law firm working collaboratively to help
businesses achieve their goals regionally, nationally and globally. With a reputation as
the firm “where law and business meet,” our attorneys bring business acumen and
entrepreneurial thinking to work with clients and operate as business advisors and
strategic partners as well as legal counselors. The firm’s 300+ attorneys are based in
Minneapolis, with offices in Bismarck, Des Moines, Fargo, Mankato, St. Paul, Saltillo,
Mexico, and Shanghai, China. Learn more at fredlaw.com, LinkedIn or
@FredriksonLaw.


